ARISTOCRATIC ENGLAND
under General Bonaparte, now by far the most famous, as he was
already known to be incomparably the ablest, of the Revolu-
tionary commanders—a young man of thirty. In doing this
the Revolution was risking its last fully organized fleet; it was
detaching its best commander and some of its men across the
sea, which was now virtually commanded by the enemy, and
to an immense distance from the scene of action in Western
Europe. The anomaly has never been fully explained: it is
probably best accounted for by a convergence of two things
which had nothing to do with a military plan or the expectation
of victor}'. One of these two things would seem to be the dread in
which the politicians at home stood of keeping a highly popular
young general and an army which was becoming veteran at their
doors; while the other element was Bonaparte's own ambition
to have a comparatively independent command at a distance,
where he might add to his glory, no matter in how sterile a
fashion. After the French had landed in Egypt, won the battle
of the Pyramids, and successfully occupied the country, their
communications were destroyed.
Though the British fleet had not been able to intercept the
expedition, Nelson (whose supreme talents in naval command
were now recognized) had only to discover where the French
fleet lay and it would be at his mercy. He found it lying close
in-shore, just east of Alexandria, on August 2, 1798, and there
destroyed it. In the next year Napoleon marched his victorious
army to Acre, upon the Syrian coast, but it was doomed, for
the sea was held against it. Napoleon himself then abandoned
his army, leaving it to Kleber, and returned to France, escaping
capture as by a miracle. And in November 1799 he made
himself head of the state under the title of First Consul. Mean-
while the French expeditionary force in Egypt, now heavily
depleted in numbers, was at the mercy of an attack from over-
seas by the Power commanding that element. The English
landed an army at Alexandria, and soon the surrender of the
French general, Menou, who was now in command (Kleber
having been assassinated by a Mohammedan) was made to them,
Pitt with his subsidies had formed a second European coalition
against the French while Napoleon was away in Egypt, and it
promised a better success than the first. TThe Plain of Lom-
bardy, out of which Napoleon had chased the Austrians, was
recovered. The Russians under Suwaroff gained a decisive
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